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FLEAS AND YOUR PETS

General Information

Fleas are small, brown or black, wingless insects with flattened bodies.  Several types of fleas ingest the hair coat of animals, and some occasionally feed on people.  These blood-sucking insects cause considerable irritation and distress to your pet.  Severe infestations may lead to anemia from blood loss.  Fleas spread the common dog and cat tapeworm and carry several viral and bacterial diseases.  Fleabites also cause skin allergies, rashes, and sores on pets and their owners.

The best places to look for fleas on your pet are the hindquarters, base of tail, stomach and groin regions.  Sometimes no fleas are found but only tiny, black granules that resemble black pepper.  This material is flea feces and consists of digested blood.  To distinguish this material from dirt, smudge it on white paper or add a drop of water to it.  If you see a reddish-brown color, your pet has fleas, even if you can’t find any.

Life Cycle

After taking a blood meal, fleas deposit their eggs on the animal and as the pet moves around the house scratching and digging at itself, flea eggs are spread throughout the environment.  A single breeding pair of fleas may produce 20,000 fleas in 3 months.  Eggs hatch after 2 – 12 days in larva that feed in the environment.  Larva molt 2 times within 2-200 days, and the older larva spin a cocoon in which they remain for 1 week to 1 year.  The long period during which the larva remains in the cocoon explains why fleas are difficult to eradicate from the environment.  A hungry adult flea emerges from the cocoon.

Flea Control

Because your pet and its environment contain fleas in various stages of development, a flea-control program must consider fleas on the pet and in the environment.  

Many flea products are not compatible with each other and cannot be safely used in combination.  Also, some insecticides for dogs should not be used on cats.  Some over the counter products can cause life-threatening reactions no matter how safe they may appear.

Veterinarians are concerned, as you are, about insecticide exposure to you, your pets, and your household.  Consideration will be given to these factors in tailoring a flea-control program for your individual circumstances.  Keep the insecticides away from children.  Read the container’s label carefully when using chemicals and insecticides.

1. Treating the animal:

 _____Give_____tablet(s)_____times daily / weekly / monthly.  Product name________________________

_____Apply topical solution to the base of the neck/back_____time(s) monthly.  Continue this for_____ 
          months.  Apply these in the evening at bedtime so that people are not touching the pet until the product

          is dry.

_____Bathe your pet with soap free product as needed.  Do not apply topical solutions until pet is completely

          dry.  Do not use flea baths.

_____Other:____________________________________________________________________________

Never use a flea dip, especially on cats.  This can be life threatening to your pet.

We do not recommend the use of a flea collar.  They do not work and only keep fleas off of the head and neck area.

We do not recommend the use of flea powders.  When the pet shakes, the product falls off into the environment and does not remain on the pet.  
2. Treating the environment:

_____Clean and vacuum living quarters well, especially where your pet sleeps.  The beater action of the 

          vacuum causes the fleas to hatch out.  Dispose of vacuum cleaner bags and take the bag out of the 

           house.  If you do not do this the fleas may crawl out of your vacuum back into the environment.

_____Spray_______________________________________on floors where you are unable to vacuum

          and under furniture.  Make sure you spray by the baseboards.  Repeat every_____week(s) / month(s).

_____Consider using a professional exterminator only if you get a written guarantee for one year.

_____Other:________________________________________________________________________

Notify the Doctor if Any of the Following Occur

· You cannot treat your pet as directed.

· Your pet’s flea-related problems continue or worsen.

As with any product, read all labels and follow directions carefully.  Keep these products out of the reach of children at all times.
