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Now that you are finally done with those puppy shots, what now? Well for dogs, vaccines don’t stop at puppyhood.  They still need to come in on an annual basis for their wellness examinations and necessary vaccinations and they will need to be given monthly medications for heartworms, fleas, and ticks.  This schedule is what we recommend here at Hope Animal Hospital.

4-6 months old:  Your pet is now old enough to be on a monthly heartworm prevention. We have a number of products available for this, so ask our staff which one is the right one for you.  A monthly flea and tick prevention is also recommended.  Even during the winter months, fleas are a nasty problem, so we suggest year round control.  At your final puppy visit, we will discuss the options available.

5-8 months old:  Your pet is now able to be spayed or neutered.  We suggest doing this before your pet reaches puberty as this has proven to be beneficial to their health.  Pre-surgical blood work is recommended.  Not only will this alert us to potential health concerns, but also give us a baseline to refer to in the future.  

12-16 months old:  At this age your pet will be coming in for their first adult wellness visit.  Your dog will receive a comprehensive wellness examination and we will discuss any problems or concerns you may have.  They will also receive their annual vaccinations. This will include a DA2PP, intranasal Bordetella, +/- Leptospirosis, and a 3 year rabies vaccine.  We will also do a heartworm test and fecal exam.  If the doctor recommends any further testing, she will discuss this with you.  We highly advise continuing on a monthly heartworm preventative and flea/tick product.

2-7 years old:  Every year, we suggest that your dog comes to see us for a wellness examination.  We highly recommend a Junior Wellness Profile.  Additionally, heartworm testing, fecal exams, and vaccines will be done at each of these visits.  Some dental care may also be recommended by the doctor.  We will advise you if it is time to start dental cleanings.

8+ years old:  This is the beginning of what is called the “senior years”.  Some dogs live well beyond this age, but this is the time to consider some options for geriatric pets.  The normal vaccine and testing protocols are suggested.  We highly recommend a yearly Senior Wellness Profile to evaluate for any changes in your pets health.  Arthritis is a major concern at this age, so please let us know if you feel your pet is uncomfortable.  Dental care is also very important at this age and a dental cleaning may be warranted.

Please remember that this schedule is an overview of what we suggest.  Please feel free to discuss any concerns you may have with Dr. Moseley.  Depending on lifestyle and environment, she may be able to suggest something more individualized for your pet.  

