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Dear two and four legged friends,

Spring is here, and with it comes flea, tick and heartworm season! As the temperature continues to grow warmer we want to make sure you are prepared, and your pooch is protected, from these menaces. Here is some essential information regarding these parasites so you can stay informed and make the best decision to protect your pets this year.

Heartworm disease was first diagnosed over a hundred years ago, and cases are still being reported in every state each year! Every dog, regardless of age, sex, or breed is susceptible to heartworm infection. All it takes for your furry friends to become infected is one tiny mosquito bite! Reality check: we have already had 8 positive cases since starting testing this year! None of these dogs were “outside” pets.
When a mosquito bites an infected animal, it then becomes a carrier of the disease. This infected mosquito then bites your dog and transmits the infection through the bite wound. The heartworm larvae grow and migrate through your pet’s body, eventually reaching the heart and lungs where they will reside. It takes about six months for larvae to mature into adult worms, and at this point they can be detected by a simple in house test. 

Although heartworm disease is a very serious threat causing extremely severe complications, most dogs will not show any symptoms of being infected until their organs are actually failing. This is extremely dangerous because the mere presence of the worms interferes with the heart’s ability to pump blood throughout the body, even though your pet seems healthy to you! 

We live in an area where mosquitoes, fleas, and ticks are prevalent during this warm season. Therefore the risk of contracting one or all three of these parasites is very real. If your dog is over the age of 6 months, and is not currently on preventative medications, we should run a quick and simple blood analysis to make sure heartworms are not already present. It only takes one pesky mosquito to pass along this fatal disease, so even indoor dogs need to be tested. 

Treatment is available for dogs, should your pet’s test come back positive. However, treatment is complicated, risky and costly. On the other hand, prevention is safe, easy, and inexpensive! It is much better for your furry friend, and your wallet, to use monthly preventative medication. Our clinics stock an array of these medications, so you are sure to find one that suits your pet! 

	Medication
	Mode of Application
	Does it treat/prevent…

	
	
	Heartworms?
	Fleas?
	Ticks?
	Other Parasites?

	Certifect
	Topical
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	Frontline
	Topical
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	Heartgard
	Chewable
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	Roundworms

Hookworms

	Interceptor
	Chewable
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	Roundworms

Whipworms

	Pro Heart 6
	Injection
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	Revolution
	Topical
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	With supplemental collar
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	Variable

	Sentinel
	Chewable
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	Roundworms

Hookworms

Whipworms


This chart explains the Preventative Medications we supply to help protect your pets.
Fleas and ticks are more then just a nuisance. When not treated properly fleas can cause a variety of problems including severe allergic reactions, anemia, tapeworms and possibly death.  Ticks can spread disorders like Lyme disease, erlichiosis, and Rocky Mountain spotted fever. The number of black legged ticks in Ohio have increased drastically over the past 2 years, with about 67% of them testing positive for Lyme Disease. You should consider vaccinating annually to protect your dog(s) from this debilitating disease. Ticks living on your pet are easily transferred to you and you could contract the same diseases! Using one of the monthly preventative medications listed above will keep these pests from affecting your pet and your family.
It is our deepest desire to provide quality health care for all pets. Please call our Lexington office at 419-884-1074 or our Bellville facility at 419-886-4733 to schedule an appointment. You can also visit us online at www.appleseedvalleyvet.com.

Sincerely,

Dr. Jobe, Dr. Abel, Dr. Jessica and staff  
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Dr. Jobe Hittinger, D.V.M. & Dr. Abel Hittinger, D.V.M.
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