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Now that you are finished with the kitten series, what now?  Well for adult cats, vaccines don’t stop at kitten hood.  Your cat will need to come in every year for wellness examinations and depending on your cat’s lifestyle; he/she will need certain vaccines.  The following schedule is what we recommend here at Hope Animal Hospital.

Because of the recent changes in vaccine recommendations in cats, Dr. Moseley has decided to do a risk assessment for every cat she sees for a wellness visit.  Depending on lifestyle and environment, she will personalize a vaccine protocol for your cat.  The following is a basic breakdown for our lifestyle review:
· Low risk:  These cats are indoor only. They never go outside, sit on the porch, or come in contact with any other cats, ever. You are not planning on bringing any other cats into the environment, without testing them prior to introducing them to the indoor cat. You do not come in contact with any other cats, as well.  These cats will get a yearly wellness exam and a recommended Junior Wellness Profile.  Because they have a low risk status, they will get a FVRCP vaccine every 3 years and a Rabies vaccine – yearly if using the PureVax rabies vaccine or every 3 years if using the adjuvanted rabies.   The PureVax Feline Leukemia vaccine is optional but recommended every 3 years.  Deworming may also be indicated.

· Medium Risk:  These cats are mostly indoors, with limited amount of time outdoors and limited exposure to other cats.  We will perform a yearly wellness exam and a recommended Junior Wellness Profile.  We recommend a yearly PureVax FVRCP vaccine, a Rabies vaccine (1 year PureVax or 3 year rabies if due), and a PureVax Feline Leukemia vaccine.  You may choose to give the combination FVRCP/Leukemia vaccine.  If you do not choose to do the PureVax Feline Leukemia, then it is recommended to give the combination vaccine every 3 years and continue with the PureVax FVRCP yearly.  Deworming may be indicated.

· High Risk:  These cats are either outdoors only or mostly outdoors.  They will get a yearly wellness exam and a recommended Junior Wellness Profile.  Depending on your cat’s “fighting” status, we may recommend re-testing for leukemia, especially if there is a lapse in the leukemia vaccine.  We recommend a yearly FVRCP vaccine and Feline Leukemia vaccine.  Because of the yearly need for vaccines, we highly advise the PureVax vaccines to help decrease site inflammation and risk for vaccine site sarcomas.  You also have the option of the adjuvanted combination vaccine on a yearly basis.  Deworming yearly or even twice yearly may be advised.

We here at Hope Animal Hospital want to take every individual cat and create their own personal vaccine schedule based on his or her lifestyle.  We believe that all cats do not need all vaccines every year.
