
DVM Student Externship/Preceptorship Program 

At Crossroads Animal Hospital, we are making an investment in the next generation of Veterinary 

Doctors! Classroom work is great, but practical experience is what counts when new DVM’s are about to 

enter the workforce.  As part of the professional veterinary curriculum, colleges encourage off-campus 

educational experiences in real world practices. Our program will introduce you to the ins and outs of a 

small, privately ran veterinary hospital. Our goal is to contribute to a student’s practice readiness and 

help them hit the ground running at graduation. 

Our program structure: 

Our externships are flexible. We are open to allowing any level of veterinary student, but encourage 3rd 

and 4th year veterinary students specifically to apply.  We offer a two-week duration program, involving 

5 days of clinic and surgical opportunities from 8 am to 5:30 pm. There is no after hours or weekend 

requirements. This leaves you open to extern at a nearby emergency or neighboring clinics if you want 

to try to combine externships. Or just enjoy your evenings and explore the many wonderful things the 

Kansas City area has to offer. 

What you will be doing: 

Our externships are designed to allow students, under experienced veterinary supervision, to practice 

the problem solving, technical and communication skills that you have acquired during your clinical 

preparations. You will have the opportunity to work with two veterinarians that have been in the field 

for 30 years, an experienced staff of 2 RVT’s, 3 veterinary assistance and a knowledgeable front desk 

staff. We encourage students to participate in all aspects of patient care and interact with our clientele. 

A stipend of $250 a week will be provided.  

What you will be doing: 

Externs experience the typical caseload of a small animal practice. Under the supervision of a mentor 

doctor and staff, student will gather histories, preform physical examinations, create diagnostic and 

therapeutic plans, assist in management of medical cases, provide wellness care, develop client 

communication skills, use your technical skills, assist in surgeries and help produce appropriate medical 

records within the time limits of a daily practice.  

Are you a good fit? 

Externship students are expected to be enthusiastic and effective participants in our patient care 

activities, upholding the professional and ethical standards of our practice. Students participating in the 

externship program are suggested to review the Veterinary Practice Act in regards to the scope of duties 

that may be performed, and to be familiar with the type and degree of veterinary supervision that is 

required. These should be followed carefully in order to protect both yourself and our practice. 

As a student extern, we expect you to dress and behave in a professional manner and to meet the 

expectations that we have of all our team members.  

 

 



Requirements: 

 

Be enrolled in an accredited DVM program. 

You are at least 18 years or older. 

You are authorized to work in the United States. 

You must carry professional liability insurance. AVMA PLIT liability insurance is free for all student 

members of the AVMA. You may apply for this coverage on their website. Please check to make sure 

your coverage is current and submit a certificate of coverage with your application. 

 

About us: 

As sponsors of the Veterinary Externship Program, we see ourselves to be part of your educational 

team, providing instruction, mentoring and evaluation of the students who participate. You will be 

assigned a mentor and work on the learning objectives as defined by your college program or to meet 

your specific goals. At the end of the externship your mentor will provide a written evaluation of your 

performance as required by your college program. 

We look forward to working with you! 

Wish to apply for this externship? 

Please submit a cover letter and resume to our hospital at crossroadsanimal@yahoo.com. In the cover 

letter include the following:  

1) Name 

2) Email   

3) Phone Number 

4) University you are attending and expected graduation date  

5) Any previous experience in veterinary medicine outside of class work 

6) Your expectations for this externship including any special interest areas 

7) Desired dates and how many weekly hours you request for your externship 

8) Attach proof of AVMA PLIT Liability Insurance  

9) Where did you find out about this opportunity? 
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